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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


November,  1991  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1992,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2370  Brian  E.  Jones,  5638-B  Duck  Creek  Drive,  Garland,  TX  75043 

2371  Sheldon  Ibbotson,  Box  1382,  Rimbey,  Alberta,  Canada  TOC  2J0 

(Byzanti ne) 

2372-MT  Michael  C.  Jones,  2504  Banner  Elk,  Plano,  TX  75025-2111 
(Central  & S.  America,  Silver  Crowns) 
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********************************************************************** 


THE  NOSE  KNOWS 


A very  large  gold  medallion  from  Mexico  features  a very  large  nose. 

This  large  gold  "Medal la  de  Proclamacioo"  by  Gil  from  1789,  has  on  the 
obverse  a bust  of  Charles  III  of  Spain  with  his  beautiful  proboscis 
pointing  to  the  right.  The  reverse  has  a ship  in  full  sail  to  the 
left.  The  inscription  referes  to  the  trade  with  the  Philippines. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

*********************************************************************** 


"UNITE.  A GOLD  coin  worth  20s.,  also  called  a broad , from  its  size. 

It  was  first  minted  by  James  I in  1604  in  place  of  the  SOVEREIGN,  named 
from  the  union  of  the  crowns  of  ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND  (1603),  and  bore 
the  motto,  'Faciam  eos  in  gentem  unam'  (I  will  make  them  one  people. 
Ezek.  xxxvii,  22).  It  was  replaced  by  the  GUINEA  in  1663." 

Taken  from  1152,  Brewer's  Dictionary 
of  Phrase  & Fable  1981. 

(Submitted  by  Tuti villus) 
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(Illustrations  are  enlarged  to  show  better  detail) 
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Introducti  on 


At  that  time,  from  America,  it  seemed  like  the  most  romantic  war  ever 
fought,  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  It  was  the  war  of  Hemingway,  of  Robert 
Capa's  photographs,  of  Malraux's  Man’s  Hope , of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 

•Brigade,  of  W.  H.  Auden's  "Spain",  of  Paul  Robeson  singing  "The  Four 
Insurgent  Generals",  of  the  martyrdom  of  Garcia  Lorca,  of  Arthur 
Koestler,  of  Picasso's  "Guernica",  of  Elliot  Paul’s  Life  and  Death  of 
a Spanish  Town,  of  Henry  Fonda  in  Blockade.  It  was  a simple  crusade 
of  democracy  against  fascism,  of  good  against  evil,  of  white  against 
black. 

But,  fifty  years  and  further  study  have  changed  our  perspective.  The 
simple  picture  has  dissolved  into  myriad  fragments  and  the  colors  are 
no  longer  white  and  black,  but  infinite  shades  of  gray.  The  hearty 
democrats,  so  ably  portrayed  by  Henry  Fonda,  are  now  seen  as  anarch- 
ists, communists,  socialists,  liberals,  Basque  separatists,  Catalonian 
nationalists,  and  members  of  a hundred  other  factions,  each  as  busy  op- 
posing each  other  as  the  Insurgents.  It  is  on  the  streets  of  Barcelona, 
with  communists  fighting  anarchists — all  Republicans,  that  George 
Orwell  has,  in  1937,  his  first  vision  of  1984. 

And  the  Insurgents  (or  Nationalists),  too,  are  no  longer  merely  Spanish 
versions  of  Mussolini,  but  old  Falangists,  new  Falangists,  Carlists, 
Monarchists,  militarists,  and,  above  all,  Francists.  But  the  disunity 
which  seems  so  overwhelming  on  the  Republican  side,  here  is  not  present. 
And  that  is  perhaps  the  greatest  difference  that  time  has  given  our 

# vision.  The  Republican  cause,  that  seemed  so  hopeful  from  1936  to  1939, 
seems  to  us  now,  looking  back,  doomed  from  the  very  start  by  its  lack 
of  leadership  and  lack  of  unity.  At  the  time  it  seemed  that  the  war 
would  be  decided  by  German  planes  versus  Russian  guns,  or  Italian  "vol- 
unteers" versus  the  International  Brigade.  But,  in  retrospect,  the 
result  of  the  War  was  not  the  outcome  of  such  factors,  but  most  of  all 
the  War  was  decided  by  the  unbelievable  fragmentation  of  the  Republican 
cause.  One  sometimes  wonders,  indeed,  how  the  War  lasted  as  long  as 
it  did.  (One  of  the  answers  to  this,  undoubtedly,  is  General  Franco's 
extreme  caution.) 


General  Franco,  later  Caudillo  of  Spain  appeared 
in  two  different  portraits  on  Spanish  coinage. 
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Just  as  our  view  of  the  War  has  become  complex,  so  too  our  picture  of 
the  numismatics  of  the  War  has  become  equally  complex.  For  the  numis- 
matics of  the  War  are  complicated,  as  complicated  as  the  military  and 
political  situations  of  the  War  itself. 

One  problem  we  have  with  our  understanding  of  the  numismatics  of  the 
Civil  War  is  the  lack  of  contemporary  documentation.  While  witness 
after  witness  was  busy  recording,  even  as  the  War  progressed,  their 
impressions  of  the  military  and  political  situations,  no  one  seemed  to 
have  time  to  talk  about  the  strange  fluctuations  of  paper  money,  stamp 
tokens,  local  coins,  regional  coins,  and  national  issues  passing  from 
hand  to  hand  and  out  of  memory.  Old  coins  mixed  with  new.  Great 
rarities  mixed  with  issues  of  many  millions.  No  one  seems  to  have 
noticed  or  cared.  There  was  just  too  much  else  going  on. 

One  participant  in  the  War  who  did  observe  the  situation  was  the  Eng- 
lish novelist  George  Orwell,  who  was  serving,  on  the  Republican  side, 
in  the  anarchist  militia.  He  made  the  following  observation  while  on 
leave  in  Barcelona  in  1937: 

"A  minor  annoyance  of  the  time  was  the  lack  of  small  change. 

The  silver  had  been  withdrawn  and  as  yet  no  new  coinage  had 
been  issued,  so  that  there  was  nothing  between  the  ten-centime 
piece  and  the  note  for  two  and  a half  pesetas,  and  all  notes 
below  ten  pesetas  were  very  scarce.  For  the  poorest  people 
this  meant  an  aggravation  of  the  food  shortage.  A woman  with 
only  a ten-peseta  note  in  her  possession  might  wait  for  hours 
in  a queue  outside  the  grocery  and  then  be  unable  to  buy  any- 
thing after  all  because  the  grocer  had  no  change  and  she 
could  not  afford  to  spend  the  whole  note." 

( Homage  to  Catalonia  CNew  York,  1952H  p.  198.) 


Old  10  centimos  coins  that  Orwell  observed  were 
still  circulating  in  Barcelona  in  1937. 

The  ten-centime  pieces  Orwell  mentions  in  this  passage  can  only  refer 
to  old  copper  coins  of  the  Provisional  Government  dated  1869  and  1870 
(Y.  54)  and  the  similarly  sized  bronze  coins  of  Alfonso  XII  dated 
from  1877  to  1879  (Y.  70),  as  no  other  10  centimos  were  issued  up  to 
1937.  This  is  interesting,  as  it  explains  why,  although  some  325 
million  of  these  coins  were  issued,  most  surviving  specimens  are  very 
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Ten  Centimes,  Alfonso  XII,  1877-79 

badly  worn  and  uncirculated  examples  are  quite  scarce.  Apparently 
these  coins  continued  to  circulate  as  a major  means  of  exchange  for 
some  sixty  or  seventy  years.  Even  more  important,  however,  this  pas- 
sage graphically  demonstrates  the  great  need  for  the  emergency  coins 
and  tokens  which  are  a major  focus  of  this  article. 


Another  thing  that  has  made  Spanish  Civil  War  numismatics  difficult 
has  been  the  constantly  changing  information  available  concerning  the 
seri es. 

The  pioneering  work  on  the  local  issues  is  the  1955  article  by  P.  K. 
Anderson  in  The  Numismatist , supplemented  in  1957  in  The  Numismatist 
by  J.  Vila  Sivill.  These  articles  do  not  list  the  Santander,  Palencia 
and  Burgos  50  centimos  with  PR  or  PJR  beneath  CTS  (KM  #1.2),  the  El 
Arahal  peseta  (KM  #2)  and  2 pesetas  (KM  #3),  both  types  of  the  Marchena 
25  centimos  (KM  #1.1  & 1.2),  and  the  La  Puebla  de  Cazalla  25  centimos 
(KM  #2).  Moreover,  Sivill  does  include  in  his  listing  pieces  from 
Sarroca,  Gratallops,  and  Vila  d'Empori  which  are  now  rejected  by  most 
experts  as  not  true  coins.  (These  last  pieces  will  be  discussed  below.) 


The  1979  edition  of  Krause-Mi shier  lists  a 1938  Republican  iron  5 cen- 
timos. No  such  coin  exists.  What,  undoubtedly,  was  meant  was  the  1938 
10  centimos,  which  is  listed  in  the  current  edition.  The  1979  edition 
lists  a 1937  date  for  Y 1 1 1 , the  aluminum  10  centimos  issued  by  the 
Nationalist  Government,  with  rider  on  obverse  and  shield  against  eagle 
on  reverse.  No  such  coin  exists.  What  was  meant  to  be  listed  was  the 
first  triumphal  year  (1937)  pattern  10  centimos,  which  has  a similar 
reverse  to  the  1940  coins,  but  is  certainly  not  the  same  coin.  The 
current  edition  lists  this  coin  as  pattern  KM  #Pn  2. 


Krause-Mi shier  is  not  alone  in  having  shown  confusion  about  the  series. 

•The  1976  edition  of  Castan-Cayon  lists  a 1937  50  centimos  with  "37"  in 
the  stars.  The  1984  edition  drops  the  claim  for  such  a coin.  Presum- 
ably, it  never  existed,  or  was  the  result  of  an  altered  piece.  Undoubt- 
edly the  picture  of  Spanish  Civil  War  coinage  will  continue  to  be  re- 
fined and  the  definitive  listing  of  all  varieties  is  still  somewhere 
in  the  future. 
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PRELUDES  TO  THE  SPANISH  CIVIL  WAR 


Even  the  first  place  to  consider  the  origins  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War 
is  a controversial  question,  but  one  place  to  start  one's  consideration 
is  the  seizure  of  the  government  by  the  dictator  Gen.  Miguel  Primo  de 
Rivera  in  1923.  Primo  de  Rivera  is  considered  by  many  historians  to 
have  been  a fascist,  though  this  is  denied  by  others.  But  in  one  sense, 
at  least,  and  one  very  important  to  numismatists,  Primo  de  Rivera  was 
not  a fascist.  Unlike  his  Italian  friend  Benito  Mussolini,  unlike  the 
German  Hitler,  and  even  unlike  his  own  son,  Jose  Antonio  Primo  de 
Rivera,  the  founder  of  the  Falange  political  movement,  Gen.  Primo  de 
Rivera  never  developed  a consistent  political  symbolism.  Mussolini 
had  his  fasci  and  they  appear  prominently  on  Italian  coins  during  the 
years  of  fascist  rule.  Hitler's  swastika  is  a common  feature  on  coins 
of  the  Nazi  period.  The  Falange  symbol  of  the  yoke  and  arrows,  which 
was  borrowed  from  the  coinage  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  and  which  was 
first  used  in  1931  by  a conservative  group  which  was  absorbed  by  the 
Falange  in  1934,  which  then  inherited  the  symbol,  appears  on  National- 
ist coins  of  the  Civil  War  and  continues  to  appear  on  coins  of  Gen. 
Franco.  The  numismatic  issues  of  Gen.  Primo  de  Rivera  are  free  of  any 
consistent  fascist  symbol. 

There  were  only  three  coins  issued  during  the  seven  years  of  Gen.  Primo 
de  Rivera's  government  and  all  three  of  these  were  new  types.  The  first 


25  Centimos  3 1925 


of  these  was  the  1925  25  centimos  (Y100).  This  coin  introduced  a new 
denomination  to  Spanish  coinage.  The  obverse  depicts  a Spanish  galleon 
advancing  left  with  ESPARA  and  the  date  above.  The  reverse  bears  a 
crowned  denomination.  The  coin  is  a handsome  one  and  marks  a break 
with  proceeding  issues  in  terms  of  design.  This  coin  is  struck  in 
nickel -brass. 


50  Centimos , 1926 
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The  1926  issue  of  the  government  of  Primo  de  Rivera  is  less  original 
than  the  issue  of  1925.  It  is  a 50  centimos  that  corresponds  in  size 
and  is  similar  in  type  to  previous  issues  (Y102).  However,  the  new 
portrait  of  King  Alfonso  XIII  is  a powerful  one  and  the  shield  on  the 
reverse  is  completely  different  from  earlier  issues.  The  more  modern 
look  of  this  coin  is  emphasized  by  the  lack  of  dentilation  around  the 


25  Centimos , 1927 


The  last  issue  of  Primo  de  Rivera  was  the  1927  25  centimos  ( Y 101 ) - This 
issue  is  of  special  interest  for  us  as  it  served  as  the  model  for  later 
Republican  and  Nationalist  coins.  This  coins  is  the  first  issue  in 
Spain  with  a central  hole  and  it  is  also  the  first  coin  in  Spain  struck 
in  copper-nickel.  The  obverse  shows  a crown  and  a hammer  surrounded 
by  bay  leaves.  In  the  upper  right  is  the  date  and  in  the  lower  left 
is  ESPANA.  The  reverse  shows  a bundle  of  grain  stalks  and  the  denomi- 
nation. This  coin  corresponds  exactly  in  size  and  metal  content  to 
the  1934  Republican  25  centimos  and  the  1937  Nationalist  25  centimos. 


The  failure  of  the  government  of  Primo  de  Rivera,  his  resignation,  sub- 
sequent death,  and  the  victory  of  Republicans  in  the  election  of  1931, 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Second  Spanish  Republic. 


The  acclamation  of  the  Second  Republic  war  marked  by  two  very  rare  pat- 
tern 1 peseta  coins  struck  in  the  standard  size.  Both  of  these  patterns 
use  as  the  basis  for  their  designs  the  design  of  the  silver  1 peseta 


of  the 
design 


1 Peseta  coin  of  the  Provisional  Government , model 
for  the  two  Second  Republic  patterns  of  1931. 

Provisional  Government  of  1868-1870  (YA55  & Y58).  The  obverse 
is  a reclining  female  figure  representing  Spain,  holding  out  an 
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olive  branch.  The  reverse  type  is  the  arms  of  Spain  beneath  a mural 
crown  (rather  than  a royal  crown)  between  the  pillars  of  Hercules.  One 
of  these  patterns  was  struck  in  aluminum-bronze  and  has  "14  ABRIL  1931" 
on  the  top  of  the  reverse  (CastSn-Cayon  13922).  The  other  pattern  is 
struck  in  silver  and  has  a reverse  exactly  corresponding  to  the  provi- 
sonal  issues  (Castan-Cayon  13922A).  Both  patterns  differ  from  the  Pro- 
visional Government  issues  in  that  their  obverses  read  "REPUBLICA 
ESPANOLA",  with  "1931"  in  the  exergue. 

From  the  time  of  these  patterns  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
the  Republican  government  issued  only  two  coins.  One  of  these  two  is 


Second  Republic  1 Peseta,  193S  (3-4) 


a silver  one  peseta  coin  dated  1933,  with  the  actual  date  of  issue,  1934, 
indicated  on  the  stars  flanking  the  date  as  incused  "3"  and  "4"  (Y108). 
This  method  of  giving  the  actual  date  of  issues  on  Spanish  coins  in  the 
stars  dates  from  1868  and  continues  during  the  Civil  War  period,  almost 
until  today.  The  obverse  of  this  coin  shows  a seated  female  figure  re- 
presenting Spain  facing  left  with  an  olive  branch  in  her  right  hand. 
Before  her  are  the  words  REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA.  The  date  and  stars  mention- 
ed before  are  in  the  exergue.  The  reverse  shows  the  Spanish  arms  be- 
tween the  pillars  of  Hercules,  beneath  a mural  crown  and  above  UNA 
PESETA.  The  shield  is  much  larger  than  on  the  1931  patterns  and  much 
simpler  in  shape.  The  entire  effect  is  more  forecful  than  the  older 
reverse. 


25  Centimos  of  1934 


The  second  coin,  also  issued  in  1934,  is  a 25  centimos  coin  (Y107). 
This  coin  is  holed,  in  copper-nickel,  and  of  the  same  size  as  the  1927 
25  centimos.  The  obverse  shows  the  upper  part  of  a woman  facing  right 
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holding  a twig  of  bay.  The  woman  is  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the 
one  on  the  1 peseta  coin,  presumably  she  too  is  a personification  of 
Spain.  The  reverse  shows  a large  ear  of  grain  and  a bay  branch  over  a 
cog  wheel  that  very  cleverly  uses  the  hole  of  the  coin  as  its  hole. 

The  obverse  bears  REPUBLICA  ESPAfiOLA  1934,  and  the  reverse  25  CENTIMOS. 


THE  SPANISH  CIVIL  WAR  COINAGE 


The  coinage  actually  issued  during  the  Spanish  Civil  War  must  be  con- 
sidered under  five  categories.  The  first  of  these  is  the  coinage  of 
the  Second  Republic  after  the  opening  of  the  War.  These  issues',  in 
name,  at  least,  were  issued  for  circulation  throughout  the  whole  of 
Spain.  The  second  category  consists  of  Republican  issues  for  whole 
provinces  or  an  entire  island  within  Spain.  The  third  category  con- 
sists of  issues  for  Republican  towns  or  villages.  The  fourth  cate- 
gory is  the  Nationalist  issues  for  the  whole  of  Spain.  There  are  only 
two  coins  included  in  this  category,  one  the  most  commonly  seen  of  all 
Civil  War  coins,  the  other  one  of  the  two  rarest  of  the  War.  The  fifth 
category  consists  of  the  Nationalist  issues  for  individual  towns  or 
villages. 


Civil  War  Issues  of  the  Second  Republic 

The  Republican  government  issued  three  coins  in  1937,  all  new  types. 

The  1937  5 centimos  (Y103)  is  struck  in  iron  and  measures  20  millimeters. 


Iron  Republican  5 Centimos 


On  the  obverse  it  reads  REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA  and  has  an  allegorical  head 
of  Republic  in  cap  facing  left.  Behind  the  head  is  a branch  of  laurel. 
The  reverse  shows  the  denomination  and  date  within  a wreath  of  wheat 
and  laurel.  Varieties  exist  with  larger  or  smaller  heads,  the  smaller 
head  variety  being  slightly  rarer  than  the  large  head.  The  issue  of 
this  coin  was  10  million.  Despite  this  large  issue,  brilliant  uncir- 
culated specimens  are  not  easy  to  find,  perhaps  due  to  the  tendency 
for  rust  damage. 

The  1937  50  centimos  (Y105)  has  long  been  a popular  coin  among  collect- 
ors because  of  the  interesting  varieties  that  exist.  The  obverse  of 

•this  copper  coin,  which  measures  23  millimeters,  was  borrowed  from  the 
1933  (3-4)  silver  1 peseta.  The  only  difference  in  design  is  the  date 
in  the  exergue.  The  1933  date  on  the  dies  was  changed  to  1937,  however 
no  one  seems  to  have  noticed,  at  first,  that  the  date  3-4  continued  to 
appear  in  the  stars.  Some  50  million  of  the  coins  were  struck  this  way. 
The  reverse  shows  the  denomination  in  a circle  of  dots.  There  are  no 
important  die  varieties  of  the  3-4  issue.  After  this  first  emission. 
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1927  50  Centimos  with  2-4  in  stars 
and  circle  of  dots  on  reverse. 


the  date  in  the  stars  was  noticed  and  changed  to  3-6.  A total  of  1 
million  of  all  the  die  varieties  of  the  3-6  issue  were  struck.  Despite 
the  huge  difference  in  the  size  of  the  issues,  the  common  type  of  the 
3-6  issue  is  not  significantly  more  valued  than  the  3-4  issue.  The 
rare  die  varietes  all  come  in  the  3-6  issue  and  all  are  based  on  the 
stars  on  the  sides  of  the  date  or  the  circle  of  dots  on  the  reverse. 
Some  examples  of  the  3-6  issue  show  no  date  in  the  stars,  others  have 
practically  no  stars  at  all.  These  types  with  circle  of  circular  dots 
on  the  reverse  are  rarer  than  the  ordinary  types.  The  rarest  types. 


1927  50  Centimos  with  no  stars  and 
circle  of  small  squares  on  reverse. 


however,  are  those  with  the  circle  on  the  reverse  made  up  of  small 
squares.  These  types  are  increasingly  rare  with  date  3-6  in  stars, 
no  date  in  stars,  and  no  stars.  The  no  stars,  square  dots  being  the 
rarest  of  all  die  varieties. 


Besides  the  die  varieties,  there  also  exist  for  this  coin  off -metal 
strikes.  Brass  examples  exist  for  the  3-4  date  and  iron  examples  exist 
for  the  3-6  date.  CastSn-Cay6n  claims  an  issue  of  1,000  for  the  3-6 
iron  issue.  Both  of  these  off-metal  issues  are  quite  rare. 

The  third  coin  of  1937  (Y106)  is  a brass  1 peseta  coin.  This  coin 
measures  22  millimeters.  The  obverse  shows  an  allegorical  head  of 
Republic  facing  left  and  the  words  REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA.  The  reverse, 
besides  the  denomination  and  date,  shows  a vine  branch  with  one  leaf 
and  one  bunch  of  grapes.  The  issue  for  this  coin  was  50  million  and 
this  coin  is  probably  the  most  commonly  seen  Republican  issue. 
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1937  Brass  1 Peseta 

In  1938  the  Republic  issued  two  new  types.  The  10  centimos  is  the 
least  elaborately  designed  of  the  Republican  issues,  but  it  is  also 
the  rarest,  with  an  issue  of  only  1,000.  This  coin,  like  the  1937  5 
centimes,  measures  20  millimeters  and  is  struck  in  iron.  Perhaps, 
leftover  planchets  were  used  for  this  issue.  The  obverse  shows  the 
Republican  shield  of  Spain  topped  with  the  mural  crown  and  surrounded 
with  the  words  REPUBLICA  ESPAN0LA.  The  reverse  shows  the  denomination 
and  date  within  a laurel  wreath. 

The  1938  25  centimos  (Y104),  like  the  previous  25  centimos,  is  holed, 
however  it  is  struck  in  copper  and  measures  only  22  millimeters.  The 


1938  Copper  Republican  25  Centimos 

obverse  design  shows  a broken  chain  over  an  open  book.  On  the  left 
hand  page  of  the  book  one  can  read  in  incused  letters  CIENCIA  or 
Science,  on  the  right  hand  page  ARTE  or  Art.  Around  this  is  REPUBLICA 
ESPAN0LA  and  below  is  1938.  The  reverse  shows  the  denomination  written 
as  25  Cts  in  two  lines  above  and  below  the  hole  and  between  branches 
of  oak  and  laurel . 


The  Republican  Provincial  Coins 

I think  it  is  most  important  to  distinguish,  as  is  often  not  done, 

between  Republican  provincial  issues  and  issues  intended  for  use  in 

only  one  town  or  village.  This  distinction  is  important  both  because 
there  is  an  extreme  difference  in  the  relative  scarcity  of  the  two 
types  of  coins  and  because  there  is  a great  difference  in  the  technical 
quality  of  the  two  issues.  As  a general  rule,  the  provincial  coins 

are  easier  to  find  than  the  town  issues.  All  the  provincial  coins 

were  produced  with  designs  and  quality  of  production  equivalent  to 
regular  national  issues.  None  of  the  town  issues  show  this  quality  of 
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production  and  only  the  coins  of  Olot  show  a great  degree  of  skill  in 
design.  The  coins  of  L'Ametlla  del  Valles  and  Ibi  are  certainly  not 
completely  incompetent,  but  their  quality  is  not  equivalent  to  any  of 
of  the  provincial  issues.  Furthermore,  with  the  exception  of  the  coins 
of  Euzkadi , all  of  the  provincial  issues  indicate  they  are  from  Spain 
or  the  Republic  of  Spain.  None  of  the  town  issues  indicate  this.  All 
of  the  provincial  issues  are  dated.  Only  the  coins  of  Ibi  and  Olot  of 
the  town  issues  are  dated. 


Asturias  y Leon 


The  provinces  of  Asturias  and  Leon  authorized  in  1937  a joint  issue  of 
three  denominations,  50  centimos,  1 peseta,  and  2 pesetas.  The  50 
centimes  and  2 pesetas  were  both  struck  in  Gijon,  the  1 peseta  in 
Guernica.  These  issues  are  particularly  well  designed  and  produced. 


Asturias  y Leon  50  Centimos , 1937 

The  50  centimos  (KM  #1),  which  measures  21  millimeters,  is  struck  in 
copper-nickel.  On  the  obverse  it  shows  a smoke  stack  in  front  of  a 
gear  and  crossed  sledge  hamners,  obviously  symbols  of  industry.  The 
inscription,  as  on  the  obverses  of  the  other  two  denominations,  is 
C0NSEJ0  DE  ASTURIAS  Y LEON,  Council  of  Asturias  and  Leon.  The  reverse 
has  REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA  above  a large  denomination  written  in  two  lines 
as  50  CENTIMOS.  Below  is  the  date,  1937.  The  issue  of  this  coins  was 
200,000. 


Asturias  y Leon  1 Peseta3  1937 


The  1 peseta  (KM  #2)  is  struck  in  copper  and  measures  23  millimeters. 
Its  type  is  the  three-quarter  length  figure  of  a farmer  striding  to 
the  left  sowing  grain,  behind  him  a plowed  field.  Besides  the  normal 
legend  on  the  obverse,  in  the  exergue  is  ESPANA.  The  reverse  has  the 
denomination  in  two  lines  as  1 PESETA  and  date,  1937,  beneath  a sun- 
burst. The  issue  was  100,000. 

The  2 pesetas  (KM  #3),  of  copper-nickel,  measures  26  millimeters.  The 
type  of  the  obverse  is  a full,  facing  figure  of  a woman  holding  a cog- 
wheel and  a sledgehammer.  Around  her  is  the  usual  inscription.  Behind 
the  cogwheel  are  some  branches  of  laurel.  There  exist  two  varieties 
of  this  coin,  with  nine  leaves  on  the  uppermost  branch  of  the  laurel 
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Asturias  y Leon  2 Pesetas,  1937 


and  with  six  leaves  on  the  uppermost  branch.  The  six  leaves  variety 
is  the  scarcer.  Beneath  the  woman,  in  small  letters,  is  ESPANA.  To 
the  right  of  the  woman,  in  the  field,  is  the  signature  of  the  artist 
M.  CAREAGA.  Perhaps  Careaga  was  the  engraver  for  all  three  of  these 
pieces,  as  they  do  show  a certain  consistency  of  style.  The  reverse 
shows  the  denomination  in  two  lines  and  the  date  beneath  a sunburst. 
The  issue  for  both  varieties  of  this  coin  is  400,000. 

Euzkadi 


The  two  issues  of  Euzkadi  or  the  Viscayan  Provinces  are  of  special 
interest  from  a linguistic  point  of  view  as  they  are,  as  far  as  I have 
been  able  to  determine,  the  only  coins  ever  struck  in  the  Basque  lan- 
guage. The  Basque  language  itself  is  remarkable  as  the  only  survival 
of  a Europen  language  from  the  time  before  the  invasion  of  the  Indo- 
European  peoples.  Medieval  coins  from  the  same  region  have  inscrip- 
tions in  Latin. 


Euzkadi  2 


Pesetas,  1937 


The  design  of  these  two  coins  is  the  same  except  for  the  denomination 
and  both  were  struck  in  pure  nickel.  The  obverse  shows  the  capped 
head  of  Republic  facing  right  and  the  words  G0BIERN0  DE  EUZKADI,  or 
Government  of  Viscay  (which  included  the  provinces  of  Bilbao,  Guipuzcoa, 
Navarra,  and  Vitoria).  Under  the  bust  is  a monogram  AB,  presumably 
the  initials  of  the  engraver.  The  reverse  shows  the  denomination, 
either  1 PESETA  or  2 PESETAS,  written  in  two  lines  above  the  date  1937 
within  a laurel  wreath.  These  coins  are  also  unique  in  that  they  were 
struck  outside  of  Spain,  the  only  Republican  coins  so  struck.  They 
were  struck  by  the  Brussels  mint.  The  1 peseta  (KM  #1)  measures  22 
millimeters  and  had  an  issue  of  7 million.  The  2 pesetas  (KM  #2) 
measures  26  millimeters  and  had  an  issue  of  6 million.  These  coins 
are  the  most  common  local  issues  of  the  Civil  War.  The  edges  of  both 
denominations  are  reeded. 
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Menorca 


The  island  of  Menorca  alone  of  the  Balearic  Islands  remained  in  Repub- 
lican control  during  most  of  the  Civil  War.  It  issued  its  own  coinage 
in  five  denominations,  all  with  the  same  types  and  legends  (except 
that  the  legends  are  abbreviated  on  the  three  smaller  denominations). 
The  type  of  the  obverse  is  the  arms  of  Menorca,  which  consists  of  a 


Menorca  2.50  Pesetas,  1937 


wall  with  five  towers  within  a figure  formed  by  eight  concave  arcs. 
This  is  separated  from  the  legend  by  a circle  of  dots.  The  full  leg- 
end reads  CONSEJOS  MUNICIPALES  MENORCA  1937  or  Municipal  Councils  of 
Menorca  1937.  ~The  reverse  type  is  an  olive  branch  to  the  left  and 
REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA  (full  version)  on  the  right,  all  around  VALE  POR 
(worth)  above  the  denomination  and  a five  pointed  star  beneath  it. 

All  these  coins  are  struck  in  brass.  The  denominations  are  the  5 cts 
(centimos)  (KM  #1)  measuring  13  millimeters,  the  10  cts  (KM  #2)  meas- 
uring 16  millimeters,  the  25  cts  (KM  #3)  measuring  18  millimeters, 
the  1 PESETA  (KM  #4)  measuring  20  millimeters,  and  the  2.50  PESETAS 
(KM  #5)  measuring  22  millimeters.  The  issue  for  these  coins  was 

42.000  for  the  5 cts,  32,000  for  the  10  cts,  38,000  for  the  25  cts, 

37.000  for  the  1 peseta,  and  24,000  for  the  2.50  pesetas.  There 
exists  a variant  of  the  25  cts  with  six  olives  on  the  olive  branch 
instead  of  the  usual  three.  This  variant  is  a bit  scarcer  than  the 
ordinary  type. 

Santander,  Palencia  and  Burgos 

The  council  of  the  provinces  of  Santander,  Palencia  and  Burgos  author- 
ized two  denominations,  both  struck  in  copper-nickel.  The  50  centimos 


Santander , Palency  y Burgos  50  centimos,  1937, 
common  type  without  initials  under  denomination. 

(KM  #1.1)  measures  20  millimeters.  The  obverse  shows  the  three- 
quarter  length  portrait  of  a workman  facing  left  before  a landscape 
with  a factory.  The  legend  is  C0NSEJ0  DE  SANTANDER,  PALENCIA  Y BURGOS, 
Council  of  Santander,  Palencia  and  Burgos.  In  the  exergue  is  the 
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date  1937.  The  reverse  type  is  the  denomination  between  two  branches 
of  grain.  Above  is  POR  LA  INDEPENDENCE,  for  Independence,  and  in  a 
recessed  exergue  REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA.  The  issue  of  this  coin  was 
100,000. 

There  is  also  a variety  of  this  coin  with  the  initials  PJR  under  the 
denomination  (KM  #1.2).  Perhaps  these  initials  are  those  of  the  en- 
graver. In  some  cases  the  J is  practically  invisible  due  to  filling- 
in  of  the  die.  Both  PJR  and  PR  types  are  considered  as  only  one  type. 
The  issue  of  this  type  was  10,000. 


Santander 3 Palencia  y Burgos  1 Peseta 3 1937 


The  1 peseta  coins  (KM  #2)  measures  23  millimeters  and  shows  the  same 
obverse  inscription  as  the  50  centimos,  but  written  out  in  six  hori- 
zontal lines.  Above  this  is  a small  DS.  To  the  left  of  the  inscrip- 
tion is  the  shield  of  Santander  with  a mural  crown.  The  shield  con- 
sists of  a sailing  ship  and  a lighthouse,  with  two  masks  above.  The 
date  1937  is  in  the  exergue.  The  top  of  the  reverse  is  a recessed 
area  with  the  words  REPUBLICA  ESPANOLA.  Beneath  this  is  the  denomi- 
nation as  UNA  PESETA  above  a triangle  and  within  a laurel  wreath. 

The  issue  for  this  coin  is  300,000. 

Coins  of  Republican  Towns 

Six  Republican  controlled  towns  or  villages  legally  authorized  coin- 
age for  circulation  within  their  domain.  All  of  these  coins  were 
minted  in  1937,  though  most  of  these  issues  are  undated.  With  the 
exception  of  Ibi,  these  coins  have  inscriptions  in  Catalan  rather 
than  in  Spanish. 

1 'Ametlla  del  Valles 

The  town  of  1'Ametlla  del  Valles  (until  1933  just  La  Ametlla)  in  the 
province  of  Tarragona,  some  40  miles  north  of  Barcelona,  issued  five 
undated  coins  in  1937.  These  five  different  types  emcompass  only 
three  different  denominations. 

The  only  type  of  the  25  centimos  coins  (KM  #1)  measures  25  millimeters 
and  is  struck  in  brass.  The  obverse  has  the  Catalan  inscription 
AJUNT AMENT  DE  L' AMETLLA  DEL  VALLES  around  25  CENTIMS,  or  the  Council 
of  L'Ametlla  del  Valles  and  25  centimos.  The  denomination  is  written 
in  two  lines.  The  reverse  is  the  same  or  similar  to  all  of  the  other 
issues  from  this  town.  This  consists  of  an  oval  shield  with  the  arms 
of  the  town,  which  is  composed  of  the  cross  of  St.  George  quartered 
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with  the  four  bars  of  the  Counts  of  Barcelona  on  the  left  two-thirds 
of  the  oval  and  a pine  cone  on  the  right  side.  To  the  left  and  right 
of  the  shield  are  scroll  ornaments.  Above  and  below  are  twelve  pel- 
lets in  four  groups  of  three.  This  coin  had  an  issue  of  50,000. 

Both  types  of  50  centimos  measure  20  millimeters  and  were  struck  in 
aluminum.  The  first  type  (KM  #2.1)  has  an  obverse  similar  to  the  25 
centimos  except  the  denomination,  written  as  50  CTS,  which  is  on  one 
line  and  has  lines  above  and  below.  The  reverse  is  also  similar  to 
the  25  centimos  except  that  there  are  only  four  pellets  around  the 
shield.  There  were  3,000  of  this  type  struck. 

The  second  type  of  50  centimos  (KM  #2.2)  has  50  CTS  in  a central 
panel  between  two  fields  with  a striated  pattern.  The  reverse  of 
this  type  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  first  type.  There  were  30,000 
of  this  type  struck. 


I'Ametlla  del  Valles  1 Peseta , type 
with  name  of  town  on  obverse. 

Both  types  of  the  1 peseta  measure  26  millimeters  and  were  struck  in 
aluminum.  The  obverse  of  the  first  type  (KM  #3.1)  is  similar  in  de- 
sign to  the  first  type  of  the  50  centimos  except  for  the  denomination, 

1 PESSETA.  The  reverse  type  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  25  centimos. 
There  were  3,000  of  these  coins  minted. 

The  second  type  of  the  one  peseta  (KM  #3.2)  has  just  the  denomination 
written  as  a large  1 above  PESETA.  Notice  the  difference  in  spelling 
in  the  two  types.  On  the  right  and  left  sides  of  the  1 are  scroll 
designs.  The  reverse  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  first  type.  This 
type  had  an  issue  of  30,000. 

Arenys  de  Mar 

Arenys  de  Mar,  a seaside  resort  20  miles  northeast  of  Barcelona,  is- 
sued two  uniface  coins  of  similar  design.  While  undated,  these  coins 
are  assigned  to  the  year  1937.  These  coins  were  struck  in  aluminum 
and  all  of  their  design  is  struck  incuse.  The  inscriptions  are  in 
Catalan.  The  smaller  coin,  21  millimeters,  is  a coin  of  50  centimos 
(KM  #1).  At  the  top  of  the  coin  is  C0NSELL  MUNICIPAL  and  at  the  bottom 
D'ARENYS  DE  MAR,  or  Municipal  Council  of  Arenys  de  Mar.  The  center  of 
the  coin  shows  the  municipal  shield,  a tree  with  two  waves  below. 

This  shield  divides  the  denomination,  50  and  Cts.  To  the  left  and 
right  of  the  denomination  is  a five  pointed  star.  This  coin  has  a 
mintage  of  6,000. 

The  1 peseta  (KM  #2)  differs  only  in  the  size,  29  millimeters,  and 
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Arenys  de  Mar  1 Peseta 

the  denomination,  1 Pta.  This  coin  had  an  issue  of  3,500. 

Ibi 

The  village  of  Ibi,  lying  northwest  of  Alicante,  issued  two  denomin- 
ations of  coins,  25  centimos  and  1 peseta.  However,  as  we'll  see,  the 
classification  of  the  25  centimos  coins  is  a bit  complicated.  The 
inscriptions  on  these  coins  are  in  Spanish. 

There  are  three  different  varieties  of  Ibi's  25  centimos  coins,  all 
having  the  same  basic  design.  These  coins  were  all  struck  in  copper 
and  measure  24  millimeters.  The  obverse,  which  is  exactly  the  same  in 
all  varieties,  shows  the  head  of  Republic  facing  left  between  two  ears 
of  barley  and  above  the  date,  1937.  At  the  top  of  the  reverse  is  the 
words  C0NSEJ0  MUNICIPAL,  or  Municipal  Council,  above  a larger  IBI. 
Beneath  this  is  an  even  larger  25  above  CENTIMOS  in  the  smaller  size 
letters.  The  first  major  type  has  all  this  imposed  over  an  outline 


Ibi  25  centimos,  1937 , type  with 
outline  map  on  reverse. 


map  of  the  Hispanic  peninsula  (KM  #1.2).  This  type  is  a particularly 
interesting  one  and  has  a mintage  of  7,000. 

The  second  major  type  (KM#1.1)  is  exactly  the  same  except  the  field 
of  the  reverse  is  plain,  without  the  map.  There  are  two  sub-varieties 
of  this  second  type.  The  more  common  sub-variety  has  the  lower  point 
of  the  2 pointing  towards  the  C of  CENTIMOS.  The  rarer  sub-variety  of 
this  type  has  the  point  of  the  2 pointing  towards  the  E of  CENTIMOS. 
The  mintage  for  both  of  these  sub-varieties  was  30,000,  with  no 
separate  figures  available  for  the  two. 

The  1 Peseta  of  Ibi  (KM  #2)  was  struck  in  nickel-plated  brass.  All 
examples  I have  seen  have  some  of  the  brass  showing  through  the 
nickel,  usually  the  inscriptions.  The  obverse  has  the  words  C0NSEJ0 
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Ibi  1 Peseta 3 1937 

MUNICIPAL  above  the  large  word  IBI  and  the  date  1937  below.  The  re- 
verse has  only  the  denomination  as  a large  1 above  PESETA.  The  coin 
measures  24  millimeters  and  had  an  issue  of  5,000. 

Nulles 


The  mountain  village  of  Nulles,  some  ten  miles  north  of  Tarragona, 
issued  five  coins  of  five  different  denominations,  all  undated,  though 
issued  in  1937.  All  of  these  coins  are  uni  face  and  have  their  in- 
scriptions struck  incuse  and  darkened.  The  inscriptions  are  in  Cata- 
lan. The  5 centimos  (KM  #1)  is  octagonal,  measuring  23  by  23  milli- 
meters, and  struck  in  zinc.  The  design  consists  of  the  inscription 
AJUNTAMENT  DE  NULLES  (Council  of  Nulles)  around  the  denomination  5 
CENTIMS  in  two  lines.  The  inscriptions  for  all  of  the  centimo  coins 
are  the  same  except  for  the  number  in  the  denomination.  This  coin 
had  an  issue  of  5,000. 

The  10  centimos  of  Nulles  (KM  #2)  is  circular,  with  a diameter  of  21 
millimeters,  and  is  also  struck  in  zinc.  This  coin  had  an  issue  of 
3,000. 


The  25  centimos  (KM  #3)  is  square  and  measures  20 
millimeters  a side.  This  coin  is  struck  in  brass 
and  has  an  issue  of  5,000. 

The  50  centimos  (KM  #4)  is  again  octagonal  in 
shape  and  measures  22  millimeters.  It  is  struck 
in  brass  and  its  mintage  of  1,000  is  the  smallest 
in  the  series. 

Nulles  50  Centimos 

The  one  peseta  (KM  #5)  is  circular  and  measures 
22  millimeters  and  is  struck  in  brass.  It  has  the  same  inscription 
except  the  denomination  which  consists  of  the  word  PESSETA  bisecting 
a large  1.  The  mintage  for  this  coin  is  5,000. 


Olot 


Just  as  the  city  of  Guernica  has  become  the  artistic  symbol  of  the 
Spanish  Civil  War,  because  of  Picasso,  so  the  town  of  Olot  deserves 
to  be  considered  the  numismatic  symbol  of  the  War.  Other  cities  is- 
sued a greater  variety  of  denominations;  other  coinages  were  produced 
with  greater  technical  skill;  but  no  coinage  of  the  War  shows  such 
originality  of  design  or  such  artistry  in  its  execution  and  no  coinage 
of  the  War  has  proved  so  elusive  to  the  collector,  particularly  in 
decent  condition. 
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01 ot  lies  some  twenty  miles  northwest  of  the  city  of  Gerona  in  the 
Gerona  province  of  Catalonia.  The  inscriptions  on  these  coins  are  in 
Catalan.  The  two  coins  in  the  series  consists  of  a 10  centimos  and  a 
15  centimos.  Both  coins  are  struck  on  rather  thin  iron  planchets  and 
all  specimens  show  some  degree  or  other  of  bleed  through  in  the  designs 
from  obverse  to  reverse  and  vice  versa. 


Republican  poster  of  the  Civil  War. 
Notice  smoke  stacks  in  the  back- 
ground, similar  to  Olot  IS  centimos. 


These  designs  alone  of  all  the 
Spanish  Civil  War  coins  reflect 
the  contemporary  art-deco-like 
style  of  the  Republican  poster 
art  of  the  War.  I say  "art-deco 
like",  rather  than  "art-deco" 
because  this  style  is  less  mech- 
anical, more  fluid  than  strict 
art-deco  style.  Many  of  the 
Republican  posters  of  the  War, 
though  intended  strictly  as 
propaganda,  mark  a high  artistic 
achievement.  The  Olot  coins  be- 
long to  the  finest  work  of  this 
school.  It  is  certainly  a great 
pity  that  most  specimens  of  this 
coinage  were  not  well  struck,  or 
suffer  from  excessive  bleed- 
through,  or  are  not  well  pre- 
served, attacked  by  rust. 

The  10  centimos  (KM  #1)  measures 
24  millimeters  in  diameter,  but 
specimens  show  a tolerance  of 
about  one  millimeter  either  way. 
The  obverse  shows  the  winged 
cap  of  Mercury  between  two  cornu 
copias,  symbols  of  industry  and 
plenty.  The  reverse  shows  the 


Olot  10  Centimos,  1937 

arms  of  the  town,  rendered  as  a series  of  lines.  The  arms  consist  of 
the  bars  of  Catalonia  on  the  left  and  an  outspread  wing  on  the  right. 

The  reverse  should  be  viewed  with  the  star  of  the  inscription  at  the 
bottom.  The  obverse,  besides  the  denomination,  written  as  10  cts  on 
the  sides  of  the  device,  also  gives  the  date  of  the  enabling  legislation 
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for  this  coinage,  September  24,  1937,  as  24-IX-1937,  at  the  bottom. 

The  reverse  reads  around  AJUNTAMENT  D'OLOT  or  Government  of  01 ot. 

Both  sides  show  a number  of  decorative  devices  formed  by  crosshatched 
lines.  The  mintage  for  this  coin  is  listed  as  25,000,  however  this 
coin  is  much  scarcer  than  this  number  would  indicate.  Either  this 
number  was  how  many  coins  could  have  legally  been  struck,  but  not 
nearly  that  many  were,  or  the  great  majority  of  the  issue  was  destroyed 


Olot  15  Centimos 3 1937 

The  15  centimos  (KM  #2)  from  Olot  measures  30  millimeters,  but  again 
with  some  tolerance.  The  obverse  shows  a factory  puffing  out  smoke 
from  its  two  stacks  and  blowing  to  the  right,  above  its  zigzag  roof. 

To  the  right  of  the  factory,  caught  in  the  smoke  is  the  denomination, 

15  CENTIMS,  and  to  the  left  is  the  date,  24-1 X- 1937 . This  design 
also  utilizes  crosshatch  designs.  The  reverse  is  exactly  the  same  as 
the  10  centimos.  The  lettering  on  both  coins  is  remarkable  for  its 
elegant  free-hand  style,  again  much  like  some  of  the  Republican  posters 
The  mintage  for  this  coin  was  listed  by  P.  K.  Anderson  in  1955  as  only 
10.  Modern  sources  now  list  the  mintage  as  100.  In  any  case,  this 
coin  is  extremely  rare.  Besides  this  most  examples  that  have  survived 
are  in  extremely  poor  condition.  Of  the  six  examples  I am  familiar 
with  from  either  actual  contact  or  through  photographs,  only  two  show 
all  features  of  the  designs.  The  others  vary  from  a badly  pitted  ex- 
ample with  almost  a quarter  of  the  reverse  flat  (the  Anderson  specimen, 
now  the  A.N.S.  specimen)  to  examples  that  are  barely  recognizable.  The 
only  examples  of  the  six  which  have  all  details  intact  are  the  one 
illustrated  in  the  present  article,  an  A.N.A.C.S.  certified  specimen, 
and  that  illustrated  in  Krause-Mi shier . This  coin  is  one  of  the  two 
greatest  rarities  of  the  Civil  War.  Krause-Mishler  states  that  it 
"is  considered  a pattern." 


Segarra  de  Gaia 


Segarra  de  Gaia  1 
Peseta 3 type  with 
bars  of  Aragon. 


The  village  of  Segarra  de  Gaia  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  province  of  Tarragonia,  issued 
three  different  coins  in  the  denomination  of 
one  peseta.  These  coins  are  all  uniface  and 
undated,  though  issued  in  1937.  The  first 
peseta  from  Segarra  de  Gaia  (KM  #1)  has  the 
Catalan  inscription  C0NSELL  MUNICIPAL  SEGARRA 
DE  GAIA  (Municipal  Council  of  Segarra  de  Gaia) 
around  a circle.  Within  this  circle  is  the 
denomination  1 PESSETA  above  the  bars  of 
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Aragon.  This  coin  measures  23  millimeters  and  was  struck  in  copper- 
nickel.  This  coin  had  an  issue  of  5,000. 

The  second  one  peseta  (KM#la)  varies  from  the  first  only  in  metal. 
This  coin  is  struck  in  copper,  with  an  issue  of  20,000. 

The  third  type  of  one  peseta  (KM  #2a)  consists  of  the  inscription 
C.  M.  SEGARRA  DE  GAIA  in  three  lines  above  a field.  Linder  the  field 
is  the  denomination  1 pta.  In  the  field  is  stamped  a number,  a 
different  number  on  each  coin,  obviously  an  attempt  to  control  the 
number  of  coins  in  circulation  and  also,  perhaps,  counterfeiting. 

All  the  inscriptions  on  this  coin  are  incuse.  This  coin  is  struck 
in  brass  and  measures  24  millimeters.  There  is  no  mintage  number 
known  for  this  coin.  Anderson  believed  that  this  was  not  a minted 
coin,  but  that  the  letters  were  put  on  with  separate  punches.  This 
is  not  true,  however,  except  for  the  numbers.  Krause-Mi shier  lists 
an  aluminum  version  of  this  same  coins  (KM  #2)  as  "reported,  not 
confirmed",  with  an  issue  of  30,000.  The  1976  Vicenti  also  lists  an 
aluminum  version  of  this  coin,  but  not  the  brass.  Cast£n-Cay6n 
lists  only  the  brass  version.  The  aluminum  version  may  just  be  the 
result  of  a mistake  and  the  30,000  may  be  the  size  of  the  brass 
issue.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  off-metal  strikes  are 
not  unknown  from  the  War  and  the  belief  in  the  aluminum  coin  may  be 
the  result  of  such  strikes. 

National  Insurgent  Issues 

There  were  only  two  national  coins  issued  by  the  Insurgents  (or 
Nationalists  or  Government  of  Burgos)  during  the  years  of  the  Spanish 
Civil  War.  One  of  these  is  probably  the  most  commonly  seen  coin  of 
the  Civil  War.  The  other  may  well  be  the  rarest  coin  of  the  War, 
though  no  mintage  figure  is  known  for  this  piece. 

The  earlier  of  these  two  pieces  is  undoubtedly  the  undated  10  centimos. 
This  coin  is  now  listed  by  Krause-Mi shier  as  a pattern  (KM  #Pn2), 
although  earlier  editions,  with  the  confusion  mentioned  above,  listed 
it  as  a very  rare  regular  issue.  According  to  Castan-Cayan,  this 
piece  was  struck  in  Burgos.  The„coin  measures  26  millimeters.  On 
the  obverse  it  has  the  word  ESPANA  above  the  large  denomination  10 
cts  and  the  motto  UNA  GRANDE  LIBRE  (United,  Great,  Free)  below.  The 
reverse  shows  the  royal  crowned  arms  of  Spain  imposed  on  an  eagle 
with  an  aura  around  its  head,  which  is  facing  left,  holding  in  one 
talon  a yoke  and  in  the  other  a bunch  of  arrows.  Behind  the  eagle's 
neck  is  a flowing  ribbon  with  UNA  GRANDE  LIBRE  in  incuse  letters. 

This  design  was  adapted  from  the  gold  excel lentes  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella.  A very  similar  design  was  used  on  the  reverses  of  the 
regular  5 centimos  and  10  centimos  issued  between  1940  and  1953. 
Around  is  the  inscription  .I.AN0.  TRIUNFAL.  While  the  inscription 
indicates  this  coin  was  issued  in  the  first  triumphal  year,  the 
actual  date  is  not  given.  This  coin  is  assigned  by  Krause-Mi shier 
and  Castan-Cayon  to  1937.  However,  the  next  coin,  which  is  dated 
1937,  has  an  inscription  indica-ting  it  is  from  the  second  triumphal 
year.  Perhaps  this  coin  is  really  from  1936  or  from  early  in  the 
year  of  1937,  before  the"  passing  of  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
uprising.  This  coin  is  listed  in  the  current  editions  of  both 
Krause-Mi shier  and  Castan-Cayon  as  being  struck  in  zinc.  The  old 
Krause-Mi shier  lists  this  coin  as  struck  in  aluminum.  There  are 
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other  reasons  for  believing  this  coin  exists  in  aluminum,  as  well  as 
zinc.  Aluminum  examples  of  this  coin  may  be  off -metal  strikes, 
with  zinc  being  the  standard  metal. 


The  second  national  Insurgent  issue  was  the  1937  copper-nickel  25 
centimos  (KM  #109).  Despite  its  date,  this  coin  was  actually  issued 
in  1938,  according  to  a decree  of  April  5,  1938.  This  coin  had  a 
mintage  of  42  million.  In  denomination,  metal,  size  (25  millimeters), 
and  central  hole  this  coin  corresponds  to  the  25  centimos  of  1927 
and  1934.  This  coin  was  struck  for  the  government  of  Burgos  by  the 
Vienna  Mint  on  planchets  that  had  been  prepared  in  Bendorf,  Austria 
by  a^branch  of  the  Krupp  firm.  The  obverse  shows  the  inscriptions 
ESPANA  and  UNA. GRANDE. LIBRE  at  the  top,  within  the  rays  of  a sunburst, 
the  center  of  which  is  the  coin's  central  hole.  To  the  right  of  the 
hole  is  the  Falange  symbol  of  five  arrows  pointing  ud,  bound  by  a 
yoke.  Beneath  the  hole  is  the  inscription  1937  II  ANO  TRIVNFAL, 

2nd  Triumphal  Year.  The  lettering  on  this  side  of  the  coin  is 
medieval  in  style.  The  reverse  shows,  to  the  left  of  the  hole,  a 
crowned  shield  of  Spain.  To  the  right  of  the  hole  is  a branch  of 
laurel.  Beneath  is  the  denomination,  25  Cts.  To  the  left  of  the 
denomination  are  the  initials  ST,  standing  for  Done  Jos£  Luis  Sanchez 
Toda,  the  designer  of  the  coin  and  later  chief  engraverof  Spain. 

To  the  right  of  the  denomination  are  the  initials  VV,  for  Don  Victor 
Villanueva,  the  assayer.  There  exist  three  minor  varieties  of  this 
coin:  without  hole  (Vicenti  173a),  with  off-center  hole  (Vicenti 

173b),  and  struck  on  extra  thin  planchet  with  the  design  blurred 
(Vicenti  173c).  All  of  these  minor  varieties  are  quite  scarce.  These 
coins  continued  to  circulate  as  legal  tender  in  Spain  until  July  1, 


On  the  Insurgent  side  of  the  struggle,  five  different  towns  or  vil- 
lages issued  coins.  All  of  these  coins  were  struck  in  brass,  all  are 
undated,  though  all  were  struck  in  1936,  and  all  have  Spanish  inscrip- 
tions. Furthermore,  all  of  these  coins  were  issued  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sevi  11a. 


The  town  of  El  Arahal , 30  miles  east  of  Sevilla,  issued  three  uniface, 
brass  coins.  The  three  coins  are  similar  in  design  and  only  differ 
in  size  and  denomination.  The  designs  are  struck  incuse  and  consist 
of  .AYUNTAMIENTO. ARAHAL  (Government  of  Arahal)  around  the  denomination 


Nationalist  1937  25  Centimos 


1951. 


Local  Insurgent  Issues 


El  Arahal 
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Arahal  1 Peseta 


in  two  lines.  The  50  CENTIMOS  (KM  #1)  measures  19  millimeters  and 
had  a mintage  of  3,000.  The  1 PESETA  (KM  #2)  measures  25  millimeters 
and  had  a mintage  of  10,000.  The  2 PESETAS  (KM  #3)  measures  30  mil- 
limeters and  also  had  a mintage  of  10,000. 

Cazalla  de  la  Sierra 


The  town  of  Cazalla  de  la  Sierra,  43  miles  north  of  Sevilla,  issued  a 
single,  undated  coin  in  1936  of  10  centimos  (KM  #1).  This  coin 
measures  23  millimeters.  The  obverse  of  this  coin  has  the  following 
inscription  in  the  field,  CAZALLA  DE  LA  SIERRA  in  three  lines  and 
below,  in  smaller  letters,  AN0  DE  LA  VICTORIA  (Year  of  the  Victory) 
in  three  lines.  To  the  right  of  the  inscriptions  is  the  crowned 
shield  of  Cazalla  de  la  Sierra.  The  reverse  has  an  olive  branch  on 
the  left  and  the  inscription  PROVISIONAL  CURS0  INTERIOR  (Provisional 
Currency  of  the  Town)  above  the  denomination  10  Cts  in  two  lines. 

The  mintage  of  this  coin  was  10,000. 

Lora  del  Rio 


The  town  of  Lora  del  Rio,  35  miles  northeast  of  Sevilla,  issued  a 
single  undated  coin  in  1936  of  25  centimos  (KM  #1).  This  coin  meas- 
ures 23  millimeters.  The  obverse  has  LORA  DEL  RIO  above  the  town's 


* 


Cazalla  de  la  Sierra  25  Centimos 


Lora  del  Rio  25  Centimos 
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crowned  arms.  The  reverse  has  PROVISIONAL  CURSO  INTERIOR  in  three 
lines  above  25  Cts.  in  two  lines.  To  the  right  is  an  ear  of  grain. 
The  mintage  for  this  coins  was  1,500. 

Marchena 


Marchena  25  Centimos 3 common 
type  with  denomination  as 
25C. 


written  as  0.25C  (KM  #1.2). 
making  it  the  rarest  of  the 


This 


The  village  of  Marchena,  30  miles 
east  of  Sevilla,  issued  a single 
undated  denomination,  but  with  two 
distinct  varieties.  Both  25  cen- 
timos coins  measure  40  millimeters 
and,  like  the  issues  of  Aiahal,  are 
uni  face  with  the  inscriptions  struck 
incuse.  However,  the  Marchena  coins 
are  considerably  cruder  than  those 
of  Arahal  and  most  specimens  show 
in  one  part  or  other  some  weakness 
in  the  legends.  The  design  con- 
sists of  the  word  VALE  (Worth) 
above  the  denomination  and  MARCHENA 
below  it.  The  difference  in  the 
two  types  comes  in  the  way  the  de- 
nomination is  written.  The  more 
common  type  has  the  denomination 
written  as  25C  (KM  #1.1).  This 
type  had  a mintage  of  5,000.  The 
second  type  has  the  denomination 
type  had  a mintage  of  only  500, 


Insurgent  town  issues. 


There  exists  a variety  of  the  Marchena  coins  counterstamped  with  the 
initials  J.G.M.  and  marks  of  value.  There  are  two  theories  concerning 
these  counterstamped  pieces,  that  they  are  the  result  of  the  later  use 
of  these  pieces  as  private  tokens  or  that  the  initals  stand  for  Junta 
General  Militar  (General  Military  Board). 

Puebla  de  Cazalla 

The  village  of  Puebla  de  Cazalla,  40  miles  from  Sevilla  and  only  a 
few  miles  east  of  Arahal,  issued  two  undated  brass  coins  in  1936. 


Puebla  de  Cazalla  25  Centimos 

These  two  coins  share  the  same  design  and  differ  only  in  denomination 
and  size.  The  obverse  of  these  coins  has  the  inscription  PUEBLA  DE 
CAZALLA  above  AN0  DE  LA  VICTORIA  in  the  right  part  of  the  field  and 
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CURSO  INTERIOR  (Currency  of  the  Town)  below.  In  the  left  part  of 
the  field  is  the  Falange  symbol  of  the  five  arrows  pointing  up,  held 
together  with  a yoke.  These  coins  mark  the  earliest  numismatic  ap- 
pearance of  the  Falange  symbol.  As  noted  earlier,  this  symbol  is 
based  on  a personal  symbol  of  the  Catholic  Kings,  which  had  appeared 
on  their  coins.  The  reverse  of  these  coins  shows  only  the  denomin- 
ation, written  as  a large  number  above  Cts.  The  10  centimos  (KM  #1) 
measures  23  millimeters  and  had  a mintage  of  1,  500.  The  25  centimos 
(KM  #2)  measures  25  millimeters  and  had  a mintage  of  5,000. 

Counterstamped  varieties  of  both  of  these  coins  exist.  Furthermore, 
there  exist  very  similar  pieces  to  the  25  centimos,  but  with  the 
obverse  blank.  Similar  pieces  to  this  also  exist  with  the  denomin- 
ation of  50  centimos.  The  origin  of  these  two  pieces  is  not  known 
and  they  do  not  necessarily  originate  from  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 

There  is  a certain  unity  among  the  local  Insurgent  issues.  Besides 
the  similarities  already  mentioned,  all  are  rather  crude  in  execution. 
Furthermore,  there  are  a number  of  repeated  inscriptions.  The  issues 
of  Cazalla  de  la  Sierra,  Lora  del  Rio,  and  Puebla  de  Cazalla  are 
quite  similar  in  appearance.  All  of  the  issues  are  at  least  scarce, 
the  largest  issue  being  only  10,000,  slightly  less  than  the  mintage 
of  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  commemorative  half  dollar  issued  by  the 
United  States  just  one  year  earlier,  in  1935. 

In  Between  Pieces 

Besides  the  legitimate  coinages  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War,  there  are 
three  series  whose  legal  status  has  never  been  established  and  which 
should  rather  be  included  among  the  token  issues  of  the  War  than 
among  the  coinages.  I will,  however,  discuss  these  pieces  here 
separately  as  they  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  considered  actual 
coins.  All  of  these  series  are  from  towns  in  the  Republican  zone  of 
Cataloni a. 

Gratallops 

Gratallops  is  a town  some  25  miles  west  of  Tarragona.  The  five  dif- 
ferent issues  from  Gratallops  are  all  struck  on  odd  pieces  of  iron 
plate,  the  shapes  varying  with  the  denominations.  These  pieces  are 
very  crudely  struck,  all,  except  the  50  centimos,  uni  face.  All  the 
inscriptions  are  incuse.  The  pieces  are  included  by  Vicenti  in  his 
1976  book  La  Peseta,  as  well  as  by  Sivill  in  his  1957  article,  but 
these  issues  are  rejected  by  both  CastSn-Cay6n  and  Krause-Mi shier. 
While  Vicenti  does  list  these  issues,  he  expresses  grave  doubts  about 
their  legitimacy,  so  the  overall  opinion  is  well  against  these  pieces 
being  considered  coins  as  opposed  to  tokens.  The  5 centimos  (Vicenti 

L20)  is  a square  with  21  millimeter  sides, 
but  with  its  corners  clipped  off,  yielding 
an  uneven  octagon.  The  design  is  5 C above 
G (for  Gratallops)  below.  This  shape  is 
shared  by  the  10  centimos  (Vicenti  L21), 
which  has  26  millimeter  sides.  Its  design 
is  similar  with  10  C above  G.  The  25  cen- 
timos (Vicenti  L22)  shows  25  C above  G.  It 
is  a rectangle  measuring  31  x 22  millimeters, 
Gratallops  5 Centimos  but  with  the  corners  clipped  off,  yielding 
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an  uneven  octagon.  The  50  centimos  (Vicenti  L23)  is  circular  and 
measures  23  millimeters.  This  pieces  shows  50  above  two  i ndented 
dots  and  C below.  The  reverse  shows  G between  two  indented  dots. 
The  peseta  coin  (Vicenti  L24)  is  also  circular  and  measures  24  mil- 
limeters. The  design  is  1 P above  a central  indentation  with  G 
bel ow. 

Sarroca 


Sarroca  is  a town  some  twelve  miles  south  of  Leri da.  The  seven  is- 
sues from  Sarroca  are  included  by  Vicenti  in  his  listing,  but  only 
with  grave  reservations.  Other  current  authorities  do  not  list  these 
pieces.  The  issues  of  Sarroca  are  extremely  crude  and  consist  of 
circles  of  tin  plate  measuring  31  millimeters  struck  on  the  obverse 
only,  with  the  devices  showing  through  on  the  reverse,  much  like 

medieval  bracteates.  The  design  consi sts 
of  the  value  in  the  center,  with  SARROCA 
above  and  S.R.C.  below,  the  two  inscrip- 
tions separated  by  dots.  The  denominations 
are  expressed  as  numbers  only  for  the 
centimo  issues  and  for  one  of  the  two  types 
of  one  peseta  (Vicenti  L35-L39).  The  other 
type  of  peseta  shows  the  denomination  as 
1 P (Vicenti  L40).  The  denominations  of 
this  series  are  5 centimos,  10  centimos, 

15  centimos,  25  centimos,  50  centimos, 

(as  0.50  on  the  piece),  100  centimos 
(or  1 peseta),  and  1 peseta. 

Vila  d'Empori 


Sarocca  10  Centimos 


Vila  d'Empori  (now  San  Pedro  Pescador)  is  a town  about  19  miles 
northeast  of  Gerona  and  close  to  the  site  of  the  ancient  city  of 
Empori . The  two  issues  of  Vila  d'Empori  are  not  included  in  any 
list  of  coinages  by  any  recent  authority.  These  issues  were,  however, 
included  by  Sivill  in  his  1957  listing.  While  we  must  assume  that 
these  pieces  should  be  considered  tokens  rather  than  coins,  they 
are  certainly  among  the  handsomest  issues  of  the  War.  Both  pieces 
measure  22  millimeters.  The  obverse  design  depicts  Pegasus 


Vila  d'Empori  1 Peseta 


Anoient  coin  of  Empori 3 the  reverse 
as  model  for  the  obverse  of  the 
Civil  War  pieces  from  Vila  d'Empori. 


flying  to  the  right  above  EMP0R  and  a horizontal  line,  with  U in  the 
upper  left  field.  This  design  is  based  on  an  ancient  bronze  coin  of 
the  ancient  city  of  Empori  and  was  a common  reverse  type  of  that 
city,  used,  with  many  variants,  from  about  250  B.C.  to  after  133  B.C. 
The  obverse  type  of  these  ancient  coins  was  a helmeted  female  head 
facing  right.  The  U in  the  field  of  the  particular  specimen  that 
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was  used  as  the  model  for  the  modern  pieces  may  represent  a magis- 
trates mark  or  a counterstamp,  as  many  of  the  coins  of  ancient  Empori 
do  bear  counterstamps.  The  1 peseta  piece  (Sivill  49)  is  struck  in 
aluminum.  On  the  reverse  it  bears  the  denomination  as  a large  1 
above  PESETA,  surrounded  on  left,  right,  and  bottom  with  small  deco- 
rative acanthus  designs.  The  5 centimos  (Sivill  50)  is  struck  in 
copper  and  has  only  a large  5 on  its  reverse. 

THE  SPANISH  CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 

The  most  famous  and  most  common  tokens  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  are 
the  "stamp  money"  issued  by  the  Republican  government  in  1938. 

These  tokens  were  issued  as  a last  ditch  effort,  as  the  War  neared 
its  end,  to  overcome  the  small  change  problem.  These  tokens  consist 


Example  of  Republican  stamp  money  of  1938 


of  circles  of  cardboard  measuring  35  millimeters,  printed  on  one  side 
with  the  arms  of  Spain.  This  side  of  the  cardboard  is  brick-red. 

The  other  side  is  off-white  and  to  it  was  intended  to  be  affixed 
Republican  postage  stamps  of  various  denominations.  Vicenti  lists 
these  tokens  as  coins  in  his  1976  book.  He  includes  in  his  list, 
however,  only  stamps  with  large  denominations  as  their  design,  as 
well  as  cardboards  with  no  stamps  attached.  Apparently,  large  num- 
bers of  these  cardboards,  either  during  or  after  the  War,  got  into 
circulation,  and  now  it  has  become  impossible  to  tell  which  postage 
stamps  were  officially  affixed,  which  unofficially  affixed  at  that 
time,  and  which  were  affixed  subsequently  by  collectors  or  unscrupu- 
lous dealers.  Stamp  tokens  are  now  found  witn  many  pictorial  stamps. 
Terris  C.  Howard  in  an  article  in  the  November,  1987  issue  of  the 
NI  BULLETIN  lists  50  different  varieties  known  to  him,  including 
pictorial  and  numerical.  However,  though  some  of  the  pictorial 
stamps  may  have  been  officially  attached,  it  is  probably  safer  to 
assume  that  just  the  13  varieties  listed  by  Vicenti,  all  with  only 
denominations,  were  official. 

A number  of  towns,  instead  of  issuing  coins,  issued  paper  or  cardboard 
tokens.  These  tokens  are  usually  circular,  like  coins,  and  in  small 
denominations,  but  they  are  printed,  not  struck. 

Manresa,  a Republican  town  some  30  miles  northwest  of  Barcelona,  for 
instance,  issued  undated  tokens  of  10  centimos  and  15  centimos  in  1937. 
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Paper  Token  from  Manresa 

These  measure  35  millimeters  and  are  printed  in  colored  inks  on  white 
paper. 


Vila-Rodona,  another  Catalonian  town,  some  15  miles  north-northeast 
of  Tarragona,  issued  a 5 centimos  token,  each  specimen  stamped  with 
a serial  number  and  printed  with  the  date  of  issue,  November  15,  1937. 
This  token  measures  45  millimeters  and  is  printed  on  gray  cardboard. 

The  town  of  Mol  ins  de  Llobregat  issued  a token  of  10  centimos.  This 
token  measures  30  millimeters  and  is  printed  on  gray  cardboard. 

All  of  these  tokens  have  printed  on  one  side  the  town  coat  of  arms. 

The  Catalonian  town  of  Falset,  about  20  miles  west  of  Tarragona  and 
just  about  5 miles  southeast  of  Gratallops,  issued  a set  of  tokens 
printed  on  yellow  celluloid  in  the  denomination  of  50  centimos,  1 
peseta,  and  2 pesetas.  The  tokens  all  measure  25  millimeters  and 
show  the  town  arms  on  one  side  and  the  denomination  on  the  other. 

Si vi 11  lists  these  pieces  in  his  1957  article  as  numbers  51-53. 

It  certainly  could  be  argued  that  these  printed  items,  official  is- 
sues of  their  respective  towns,  should  be  considered  as  currency  or 
fractional  currency  rather  than  as  tokens.  They  do  sometimes  appear 
side  by  side  with  regular  local  currency  issues. 

A very  revealing  reference  to  these  town  issues  appears  on  page  209  of 

Historical  Dictionary  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War3  1936-1939 , edited  by 
James  W.  Cortade  (Westport:  Greenwood  Press,  1982): 

"As  corrmunities  Cin  the  Republican  Zone!  took  the  initiative 
in  establishing  collectives,  local  governments,  and  auto- 
nomistic  administrations,  they  also  began  printing  local 
currencies,  to  deny  the  central  government  increasing  pro- 
portions of  tax  revenues The  appearance  of  coinage  made 

out  of  tin,  wood,  or  plastic-like  substances,  along  with 
certificates  of  credit,  coupons,  and  eventually  bartering, 
insured  that  the  revenue  base  for  the  Republican  treasury 
would  recede." 

Whether  we  accept  the  suggestion  made  by  Cortada  that  these  issues 
were  motivated  by  the  desire  of  local  governments  to  control  their 
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respective  economies,  at  the  expense  of  the  national  Republican 
economy,  or  we  assume  that  they  were  issued  merely  to  answer  the 
need  for  small  change,  still  the  number  and  variety  of  such  issues 
is  impressive.  Unfortunately,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Catalonian 
issues,  there  has  been  no  attempt  at  a definitive  listing  of  these 
tokens . 

Tokens  of  industrial  and  agricultural  cooperatives  are  quite  common 
from  Spain.  Many  of  these  tokens  come  from  the  period  before  the 
Civil  War  and  even  before  the  establishment  of  the  Second  Republic. 
For  instance,  there  exists  a series  of  tokens  form  the  Uni6n  Cooper- 
atista  Barcelonesa  (Cooperative  Union  of  Barcelona)  dated  1927 
(L6pez  i Lluch  # 942-952).  A cooperative  from  Esparraguera,  a town 
some  15  miles  northwest  of  Barcelona,  the  Germinal  Cooperativa  Obrera 
(Germinal  Workers'  Cooperative)  issued  a 5 centimos  token  dated  1935 
(Anderson  26).  Such  tokens  continued  to  be  issued  after  the  Civil 
War.  For  instance,  a new  Uni6n  Coopera tista  Barcelonesa  issued 
tokens  in  the  1940 ‘ s and  1950's  and  continued  to  circulate  tokens, 
perhaps,  as  late  as  1976  (L6pez  i Lluch  # 953-960). 

Now  the  Civil  War,  because  of  the  already  noted  shortage  of  small 
change,  was  a great  period  for  token  issues.  However,  many  of  these 
tokens,  like  many  of  the  tokens  issued  before  and  after  the  War,  are 
undated,  so  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  distinguish  tokens  that 
were  actually  issued  during  the  War.  Most  token  issues,  with  one 
major  exception,  have  not  been  cataloged,  and,  as  the  Civil  War  is- 
sues are  popular  with  collectors,  it  has  not  been  unknown  for  deal- 
ers to  offer  as  "Spanish  Civil  War  tokens"  cooperative  tokens  of 
earlier  or  later  periods.  For  this  reason,  the  situation  with  such 
tokens  is  often  very  confusing.  The  one  exception  is  the  token 
issues  from  Catalonia,  which  have  been  cataloged  in  a monumental 
work,  in  three  volumes,  by  Antoni  L6pez  i Lluch  entitled  Les  Monedes 
die  les  Cooperatives  Catalanes  and  published  in  Barcelona  by  the 
Generalitat  de  Catalunya  (the  legislative  assembly  of  Catalonia)  in 
1983.  Lopez  i Lluch,  whose  work  covers  from  about  1900  to  1976, 


Examples  of  Catalonian  Spanish  Civil  War  Tokens 

lists  hundreds  of  clearly  indicated  Civil  War  tokens,  including  many 
from  cooperatives.  Many  of  these  tokens  are  paper  issues,  but  347 
others  are  struck  metal  pieces. 

A typical  cooperative  issue  from  the  Civil  War  is  that  of  the  Cooper- 
ativa Agricola  (Agricultural  Cooperative)  of  Hostalets  de  Pierola. 
This  issue  consists  of  tokens  of  5 centimos  and  10  centimos.  The  5 
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centimos  (Anderson  #28)  measures  25  millimeters  and  is  struck  in 
brass.  The  obverse  reads  HOSTALETS  DE  PIEROLA  around  5 CENTIMS  in 
two  lines.  Beneath  the  denomination  are  three  five-pointed  stars. 

The  reverse  has  COOPERATIVA  AGRICOLA  .1937.  around  four  fleurs-de-lis 
in  the  form  of  a cross  with  a pellet  in  each  angle.  The  10  centimos 
(Anderson  #27)  measures  30  millimeters  and  is  also  in  brass.  Its 
design  is  the  same  except  the  denomination  and  under  the  denomination, 
instead  of  stars,  it  has  Jupiter's  thunderbolt.  The  fact  that  these 
tokens  are  dated  make  them  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  One 

of  the  most  beautiful  series  of 
cooperative  tokens  issued  during 
the  War  is  that  of  La  Hispano 
Suiza  auto  company  in  Barcelona, 
which  was  nationalized  during  the 
War.  These  portray  a wild  duck 
soaring  to  the  left. 

Beside  the  cooperatives,  other 
institutions  issued  their  own 
tokens  during  the  period  of  the 
Civil  War.  One  particularly  inter- 
esting series  was  that  issued  by  the  Institut  Pere  Mata  in  the  small 
Catalonian  city  of  Reus.  The  special  interest  of  this  series  lies 
in  the  similarity  of  the  aluminum  tokens  to  two  of  the  coins  issued 
in  L'Ametlla  del  Valles.  The  tokens  in  question  have  on  the  reverse 
the  initials  IPM  in  a decorative  border.  But  the  obverses,  sizes, 
and  metal  of  the  tokens  correspond  exactly  to  two  coins  from  L'Ametlla 
del  Valles.  The  50  centimos  corresponds  to  KM  #2.2  (Sivill  #58),  the 
one  peseta  to  KM  #3.2  (Sivill  #57).  This  seems  particularly  strange 
as  the  two  towns  in  question  are  some  70  miles  apart.  The  Institut 
Pere  Mata  also  issued  celluloid  tokens  for  25  centimos,  10  centimos, 
and  5 centimos.  The  collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
(New  York)  includes  a 21  millimeter,  brass  token  for  Naval  Establish- 
ments. This  token  is  undated,  but  ascribed  to  1937-38. 


Undated  Bus  Token 3 10  Centimos 

As  with  the  cooperative  tokens,  it  is  very  difficult  to  determine  the 
exact  date  of  commercial  tokens,  which  are  numerous  and  various  from 
Spain.  Tavern  tokens,  as  in  most  European  countries,  are  common. 

But  what  issues  date  from  the  Spanish  Civil  War?  This  is  hard  to 
determine  with  our  present  knowledge. 

Other  interesting  tokens  from  the  A.N.S.  collection  which  are  assigned 
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to  the  Civil  War  include  a series  of  tokens  from  the  town  of  Lachar, 
undated,  but  ascribed  to  1937.  Lachar  in  1937  was  in  the  Nationalist 
zone  and  the  tokens  are  attributed  to  the  authority  of  the  Senorfo  de 
Lachar  (Seigniory  of  Lachar),  which  has  aristocratic  overtones  to  it. 
Another  token  from  this  collection  is  a piece  of  iron  45  millimeters 
by  25  millimeters  with  the  corners  rounded  and  with  a round  hole  some 
8 millimeters  from  the  left  side.  To  the  right  of  the  hole,  in  in- 
cuse letters,  is  inscribed  ASPE  and  below  this  050.  This  token  is 
from  Aspe,  a small  town  near  Alicante,  in  1937,  worth  50  centimos. 
This  token  is  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  issues  of  Gratallops. 
All  of  the  tokens  mentioned  here  in  the  A.N.S.  collection  were  a 
gift  of  P.  K.  Anderson,  the  pioneer  in  the  field. 

In  summary,  we  can  classify  tokens  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  under  the 
following  headings:  stamp  money  issued  by  the  Republican  government; 

paper,  cardboard,  or  celluloid  issues  of  various  municipalities; 
commercial  tokens;  and  various  tokens  of  uncertain  origin.  With  the 
exception  of  the  municipal  and  cooperative  tokens  of  Catalonia,  cata- 
loged by  Lopez  i Lluch,  most  of  these  issues  have  not  been  cataloged. 

Conclusion 

Even  today,  some  historians  see  the  importance  of  the  Spanish  Civil 
War  as  its  being  a prelude  to  the  Second  World  War.  But  the  Civil 
War  was  above  all  a Spanish  war.  The  factors  that  caused  the  War 
can  be  traced  back  before  Primo  de  Rivera,  before  Abd-el  Krim,  before 
the  Span! sh-Ameri can  War,  before  the  overthrow  of  the  First  Republic, 
before  the  fall  of  Amadeo  I,  before  the  revolution  against  Isabella 
II,  before  the  Carlist  Wars,  before  the  Napoleonic  invasion,  before 
the  War  of  Spanish  Succession,  to  the  very  union  of  Spain  under 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and,  undoubtedly,  even  before  that.  The 
origins  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  are  like  seeds  that  once  were 
planted  in  the  soil  of  Spain  and  have  over  and  over  sent  out  shoots, 
finally  to  break  out  as  full,  luxuriant  growths  in  all  their  awful 
fury  in  1936.  Perhaps  so  much  blood  has  at  last  drown  the  roots. 
Perhaps  not.  The  UTE,  the  Basque  separatist  organization,  is  con- 
sidered the  most  violent  terrorist  group  in  Europe  today.  The  rule 
of  Juan  Carlos  I has  brought  to  Spain  a progress  and  democracy  un- 
dreamt of  during  the  long  night  of  Franco's  rule.  But  the  future  is 
always  the  future  and  always  impenetrable. 
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STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS,  19th  edition.  By  Chester  L. 
Krause  and  Clifford  Mishler.  Edited  by  Colin  Bruce,  II. 
Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  Iola,  1991.  Profusely  illustrated 
two  volume  hardcover  with  deluxe  slipcover,  3,008  pages, 
covering  the  period  1701  to  the  present.  Price  is  $145.00 
per  two  volume  set.  Postage  is  $7.50  in  the  United  States. 
Foreign  postage  is  $25.00.  Available  from  the  publisher  and 
many  world  coin  dealers. 


It  would  be  a rare  collector  indeed  who  is  not  familiar  with 
the  SCWC  and  its  essentially  unchanging  format.  Therefore,  I 
doubt  if  a conventional  review  would  have  a high  degree  of 
applicability  except,  possibly,  for  a few,  very  new 
collectors.  Instead,  I would  like  to  share  a few  subjective 
impressions  and  comment  on  some  of  the  issues  which  sometimes 
surface  when  a new  edition  of  this  classic  appears. 


The  arrival  of  a new  edition  of  the  SCWC  always  means  a bad 
day  for  me  as  nothing  else  gets  done!  Unfortunately  this  new 
double  volume  edition  may  cause  two  or  three  bad  days. 
Coverage  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  only  a brief 
review  of  additions  took  more  than  a day.  Additions  to  the 
previous  double  volume  edition  include:  Holy  Roman  Mints 
issues;  greatly  increased  coverage  of  patterns,  trial 
(Strikes,  pieforts,  essais,  pretender  coinage,  and  provos; 
major  historic  token  issues;  expansion  of  Mid-East  coinage 
under  the  Ottoman  Empire;  coin-like  medallic  issues;  as  well 
as  increased  detail  in  many  of  the  descriptions.  The 
previous  edition  had  about  116,000  entries  and  weighed  over 
eight  pounds.  This  new  edition  has  over  200,000  entries  and 
is  over  nine  pounds.  Page  count  has  increased  from  about 
2,500  to  over  3,000. 


From  almost  the  first  edition,  the  SCWC  has  been  the  most 
complete  and  most  cost  effective  world  coin  catalog 
available.  I am  mildly  amused  when  I see  or  hear  comments 
about  its  "high  price."  The  current,  regular  edition  costs 
$39.95  at  retail.  It  has  1,968  pages  and  weighs  close  to 
four  pounds.  The  last  book  that  I purchased  at  retail  had 
224  pages  and  the  price  was  $22.10  or  9.8  cents  per  page.  At 
2.0  cents  per  page,  even  the  most  critical  commentator  would 
be  forced  to  agree  that  the  regular  edition  of  the  SCWC  is  a 
bargain  when  compared  with  any  other  world  coin  catalog.  The 

know  of,  that  you  can  get  cheaper, 
from  very  large  U.S.  cities.  If  I 
duplicate  the  information  in  the 
cost  millions  of  dollars.  If  you 
one  unbound  copy  will  cost  you 
$198.60  at  the  cheapest  place  in  Virginia,  Minnesota  or  about 


only  bigger  books  that  I 
are  telephone  directories 
had  to  legally 
regular  edition  it  would 
illegally  photocopy  it, 
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five  times  the  cost  of  a new,  bound,  legal,  regular  edition 
at  full  retail  price.  I therefore  submit  my  considered 
opinion  that  comments  about  "high  price,"  in  relation  to  the 
regular  edition  will  not  be  acceptable  to  anyone  who  can  do 
simple  math. 

However,  the  price  of  the  new  double  volume  edition  is  $145. 
There  may  be  a bit  of  excess  profit  there,  but  to  be  fair  to 
KP,  the  cost  per  page  of  4.9  cents  is  just  exactly  half  of 
the  page  cost  of  the  book,  mentioned  above,  that  I recently 
purchased.  If  there  are  any  excess  profits,  I think  some 
might  be  used  to  subsidize  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Paper  Money,  which  I believe  has  consistently  produced  a loss 
for  KP.  Also,  a substantial  amount  of  money  must  be 
earmarked  to  continue  to  improve  and  expand  the  content  of 
their  publications.  And  there  always  remains  the  fact  that 
regardless  of  price,  it  is  the  "only  game  in  town,"  for  all 
but  the  highly  specialized  or  one-country  collector. 

Pricing  in  any  catalog  is  only  meant  to  give  a guideline,  yet 
is  always  controversial.  SCWC  pricing  is  at  least  as  good 
and  probably  better  than  any  comprehensive  catalog  on  the 
market.  Some  very  recent  editions  of  specialized  works  are 
probably  more  accurate,  due  to  a more  narrow  focus  and 
shorter  lead  times.  But,  it  must  also  be  noted  that  some 
specialized  works  have  biased  prices  with  no  connection  to 
supply-side  economics.  Given  the  huge  number  of  items  and 
the  varied  sources  of  information,  any  fair  observer  would 
have  to  conclude  that  the  pricing  performance  of  the  KP 
cataloging  department  is  peerless.  Certainly,  improvement  in 
any  field  of  endeavor  is  possible.  Unfortunately, 
implementation  of  more  sophisticated  price  acquisition 
methods  would  probably  cost  KP  $100 , 000-$200 , 000  and  require 
the  addition  of  one  or  more  employees.  If  we  want  them  to 
implement  these  more  sophisticated  methods,  I would  guess  we 
all  have  to  buy  a lot  more  catalogs  than  we  are  buying  now. 

Catalog  numbers  have  been  a perennial  bone  of  contention 
since  KP  began  the  change  over  from  Yeoman  and  Craig  numbers. 
While  my  experiences  and  reasoning  are  too  detailed  to  review 
here,  I believe  complaints  stem  only  from  a vocal  minority. 
The  change  from  the  finite  Y/C  system,  to  the  near-infinite 
KM  system,  was  traumatic  for  many  of  us  old-timers. 
Therefore  the  criticisms  of  some  have  to  be  overlooked,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  while  in  that  state,  they  were  not 
able  to  objectively  analyze  the  good  points  of  the  KM  system. 
However,  leaving  questions  of  merit  for  debate  elsewhere,  I 
doubt  that  any  will  dispute  that  KM  numbers  are  now  the  de 
facto  standard.  Therefore,  it  is  time  to  expend  energies 
previously  used  on  controversy,  to  help  improve  the  only 
all-encompassing  catalog  available  to  world  coin  collectors. 
It  will  be  better  for  all  if  we  suggest  changes  which  will 
nudge  the  numbering  system  closer  to  the  ideal,  as  opposed  to 
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advocating  the  exhumation  of  a system  which  is  no  longer 
universal  and,  generally  speaking,  of  little  use  to 
collectors  with  less  than  a decade  of  seniority. 

Should  any  view  my  comments  as  laudatory  hyperbole  from  a 
person  with  some  vested  interest  in  the  new  catalog,  they  may 
well  be  correct,  at  least  about  the  "vested  interest"  part. 
As  a dealer  I do  have  an  interest  in  being  able  to 
communicate  with  my  customers.  An  adequate  catalog 
facilitates  communications  and  reduces  misunderstandings  to  a 
considerable  degree.  This  helps  to  contain  costs, 
consequently  allowing  me  to  sell  at  lower  prices  while 
maintaining  required  profit  margins,  thereby  better  serving 
my  customers.  So,  yes,  I do  have  a vested  interest  in  the 
new  double  volume  edition,  but  I believe  most  who  read  these 
words,  whether  dealer  or  collector,  do  also. 

Over  the  years  I have  heard  many  who  say  that  KP  should  do 
this,  that,  or  the  other  thing  with  their  catalogs  and/or 
reduce  the  price.  I think  it  is  time  for  us  to  realize  that 
KP  is  making  all  of  the  improvements  possible,  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  that  there  are  more  important  issues  for  us  to 
look  at.  I am  old  enough  to  remember  that  we  had  a great 
numismatic  publishing  firm  in  Racine  at  one  time.  As  I view 
it,  once  the  parent  corporation  of  that  firm  began  to  make 
decisions  solely  on  the  basis  of  its  balance  sheet, 
publications  dedicated  to  world  coins  disappeared  from  its 
stock  list.  I am  under  the  impression  that  KP  is  earning  the 
majority  of  its  income  by  publishing  material  unrelated  to 
numismatics.  If  that  is  so,  I can  assure  you  that  the  Grim 
Spectre  of  Economic  Reality  has  already  graven  in  stone  the 
fact  that  at  some  point  in  time  KP  will  trim  unprofitable 
items  from  its  stock  list.  I think  that  as  world 
numismatists  who  have  a great  catalog,  at  a price  which 
nobody  else  can  equal,  we  should  vote  for  future  double 
editions  by  buying  the  new  set. 

So,  yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a Santa  Clause.  And  we  hope  that 
he  will  always  be  with  us.  But,  if  you  fork  over  $145  so 
Santa  can  pay  salaries,  expenses,  and  a fair  profit  to 
shareholders,  it  will  increase  our  chances  of  keeping  him 
with  us  forever,  as  well  as  helping  to  assure  that  world 
numismatists  continue  to  exert  a major  influence  on 
numismatics  as  a whole. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  $.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

Information  on  all  Vietnam/Korea  1-5/8"  One  Ounce  Bronze  MILITARY 
CHALLEN  COINS,  ELITE  UNITS.  In  Vietnam  you  produce  your  coin,  others 
can't,  they  then  have  to  buy  the  drinks.  Need  books,  photos,  etc.  of 
these  pieces. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  0.  Drzwer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  British  Coins 

Wanted  - All  hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  and  Better.  All 
silver  coins  1660-1760  VF  or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  better. 
Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins.  Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items 

for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990 
issue  for  rules  regarding  items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending 
i terns . 

********************************************************************** 


SPANISH  APOLLO  MEDAL 


Spain  issued  a medal  in  1969  commemorating  the  Apollo  moon  mission. 

The  medal  was  designed  by  Calico  and  has  on  its  obverse  the  head  of 
President  Richard  M.  Nixon.  The  reverse  has  a close  up  of  half  of  the 
moon  with  the  American  flag  on  it  and  the  Earth  in  the  distance. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 


A "CROCK  OF  GOLD":  An  early,  if  not  the  first  "crock  of  gold",  was 

found  at  Tell  el-Amarna  (ancient  Akhetaton,  "the  Horizon  of  Aton,"  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Nile  south  of  Cai ro),  fil led  with  ingots  of  gold 
and  silver  and  rings  of  silver.  This  site  is  precisely  datable  to 
the  first  half  of  the  14th  century  B.C.  (Submitted  by  Fred  Drost) 
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